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Thanks to You, We’re Seeing Change 

2022 Impact Report

10 proud years of partnership changing the lives of children with cancer 
through funding impactful research, raising awareness, supporting families, 
and empowering everyone to help cure childhood cancer. 



Thirteen years ago, Edie was a baby fighting cancer. 
At just 6 months old, she was diagnosed with stage 4 
neuroblastoma. Her early childhood was suddenly made 
up of countless hospital visits, surgeries and procedures. 
She endured 14 rounds of chemotherapy and relapsed 
three times before her family was referred to Children’s 
Hospital of Philadelphia (CHOP), where a simple blood 
test changed her life. 

Doctors wanted to see if, by chance, she had the 
hereditary form of neuroblastoma, which was rare and 
driven by the anaplastic lymphoma kinase (ALK) gene 
mutations known to drive lung cancer in adults. The 
results were clear, an ALK mutation was causing Edie’s 
cancer. So Edie’s family met Dr. Yael Mossé. 

Dr. Mossé was an Alex’s Lemonade Stand Foundation 
(ALSF)-funded researcher studying neuroblastoma at 
CHOP – specifically, ALK-driven neuroblastoma. She told 
Edie’s family that they had an unnamed trial drug for 
hereditary neuroblastoma and Edie would be a perfect 
candidate for the study. 

Edie took the medicine for 28 days. And on the last day, 
after Edie had her scans, Dr. Mossé delivered the best 
news: Edie was cancer-free! 

Unfortunately, their story was not over. Edie’s parents 
then took the same blood test, and Emily, Edie’s mom, 
came back positive for the ALK gene mutation. 

At 29 weeks pregnant with her second child, Emily was 
diagnosed with neuroblastoma. Emily delivered her 
son, who did not have the ALK gene mutation, at only 30 
weeks. She then began her treatment for neuroblastoma. 
At five days postpartum, she started crizotinib, the same 
drug that saved Edie’s life, and after eight months, Emily’s 
tumors were stable enough to be removed. To this day, 
Emily and Edie both remain cancer-free. 

While Edie and her mother both had familial 
neuroblastoma, meaning they harbored ALK in their 
genes, Dr. Mossé discovered that many kids with 
neuroblastoma had tumors that were positive for the 
ALK mutation, even if the children themselves were not. 
Crizotinib was only effective for children who carried 
the ALK mutation in their genes. Using grant funding 

from ALSF, Dr. Mossé and her team found the solution: 
a drug called lorlatinib. This was the only inhibitor 
effective against the ALK mutation when it existed in 
nueroblastoma tumors, not in the genes. After making 
this important discovery, Dr. Mossé subsequently led the 
Phase 1 clinical trial for the promising drug in 2017.

In 2021, as patients in the trial continued to show 
positive responses to lorlatinib, the Scott family received 
interesting, but incredible news: testing had revealed 
ALSF Founder, Alex Scott, had been positive for the ALK 
mutation in her neuroblastoma tumor. 

Alex, who died at age 8 in 2004 from neuroblastoma, 
endured chemotherapy, radiation, surgery, MIBG therapy 
and additional treatments all with harsh, painful side 
effects. She had always believed that research could help 
kids just like her, so she started holding lemonade stands 
to raise money for research. 

Alex had found her cure. 

Now, lorlatinib is in a Children’s Oncology Group (COG) 
Phase 3 trial as up-front treatment for children with 
neuroblastoma whose tumors show an ALK mutation. 
Used on its own or in conjunction with chemotherapy, 
this treatment could cure some types of high-risk 
neuroblastoma and do so with greatly reduced short- 
and long-term side effects. It’s the final step before FDA 
approval for the drug, meaning a new standard of care 
could be on the horizon for many kids facing this disease.  

A Sweet Ending  to a Sour Tale 

Edie and Dr. Mossé
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Ten is a milestone year. It marks a decade 
of building awareness, creating change and 
funding cures for childhood cancer. With your 
help, we’ve provided lifesaving grants, clinical 
trials and programs dedicated to helping 
families affected by childhood cancer. 

Within these pages we hope to show you the 
breadth of your work with Alex’s Lemonade 
Stand Foundation, so you can see the 
profound impact of our partnership. A decade 
of thanks for all you do.  

Until there is a cure for all kids, 

To our friends at 
Northwestern Mutual, 

A letter from ALSF

Liz and Jay Scott 
Alex’s Parents & Co-Executive Directors  
Alex’s Lemonade Stand Foundation

About ALSF 
Alex’s Lemonade Stand Foundation (ALSF) emerged from the front 
yard lemonade stand of 4-year-old Alexandra “Alex” Scott, who was 
fighting cancer and wanted to raise money to find cures for all children 
with cancer. Her spirit and determination inspired others to support 
her cause, and when she passed away at the age of 8, she had raised $1 
million. Since then, the Foundation bearing her name has evolved into 
a national fundraising movement. Today, ALSF is one of the leading 
funders of pediatric cancer research in the U.S. and Canada raising 
more than $250 million so far, funding over 1,000 research projects and 
providing programs to families affected by childhood cancer. 



10 Years of 
Partnership 
(Est. 2012)

More than 
565,000 research  
hours funded 

$28+ Million 
contributed by 
Northwestern 
Mutual 

76 network offices 
supporting ALSF

2022 marks the 10th  
Young Investigator  
Summit

Over 350 research grants supported

Comparing  
the Numbers
1997-2012 — only 1 
drug was approved for 
pediatric cancer
2012-2022 — 13 have 
been approved for 
pediatric cancer in the 
last 10 years

13 co-funded grants awarded so far in 2022
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Funding Areas 

Since 2012... 

54 POST Grants 

38 Young Investigator Grants 

6 Crazy 8 Awards 

8 Innovation Grants 

2 Research Catalysts 

3 Phase I/II Infrastructure Grants 

6 Psychosocial Family Impact Grants 

1 Reach Grant 

3 Epidemiology Grant 

212 Research Equipment Grants

9 Young Investigator Resource Sharing 
Awards  

14 Young Investigator Shark Tank 
Awards

Osteosarcoma survivor Kaela 

participating in The Million Mile

Read about her story on page 13
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Where Are They Now? 

Cigall Kadoch, PhD  
ALSF and Northwestern Mutual first co-funded Cigall Kadoch, PhD of 
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute, in 2013 with a Young Investigator Grant. 
This early-career grant allowed Dr. Kadoch to pursue her studies of 
chromatin remodeling in synovial sarcoma, the most common non-
rhabdomyosarcoma soft-tissue malignancy in children. These tumors are 
aggressive and largely resistant to conventional chemotherapy. 

With this solid foundation in place, Dr. Kadoch went on to receive an ALSF 
‘A’ Award in 2017 to further her research. Dr. Kadoch discovered that the 
SS18-SSX fusion protein, which drives the central molecular player in 
synovial sarcoma (the BAF chromatin remodeling complex), is found in 
less than 95% of synovial sarcoma cancers and acts by interacting with and 
perturbing the BAF complex. 

Dr. Kadoch’s studies and expertise in the chromatin regulatory system have 
not only enabled the development of new therapeutic strategies for those 
cancers, but given the research community the framework to understand a 
very large fraction of all cancers, both rare and common.  

Most recently, Dr. Kadoch was also named as a Howard Hughes Medical 
Institute (HHMI) Investigator, a program that will award her $9 million over 
a seven-year period for her research of chromatin and gene regulation in 
childhood and adult cancers. 

Giving Scientists the Tools Today  
for  Brighter Tomorrows
Your dedication to advancing childhood cancer research into the future is making change happen. Together we are 
engaging researchers early in their careers, leading to long-term commitments to finding cures and developing safer, 
more effective treatments. 

The Young Investigator Grant is a three-year award designed to support early career physicians and scientists who are 
pursuing promising childhood cancer research ideas. In the last 10 years, Northwestern Mutual’s help in funding Young 
Investigator Grants has transformed the field of pediatric cancer research.

It doesn’t escape me that 
the support from ALSF 
has been instrumental, 
and I extend my deep 
appreciation to ALSF for 
supporting our science 
from the very beginning.”

— Dr. Kadoch 
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Who’s Next?  

Nicole Brossier, MD/PhD   
Nicole Brossier, MD/PhD of Washington University, kicked off her scientific career 
with a Young Investigator Award in 2019. With her eyes on potential cells of origin 
for tumors like astrocytomas and optic nerve gliomas, she and her team plan to 
analyze which cells in the developing brain give rise to these tumors, and how a 
specific gene mutation functions as a risk factor for brain tumor formations and 
other pediatric brain cancer predispositions syndromes. Scientists like Dr. Brossier 
are paving their own way toward cures with their Young Investigator Awards, just 
like the researchers before them.

2018 YI Summit
Meenakshi Hegde, MD   
In 2012, Dr. Meenakshi Hegde of Texas Children’s Hospital jumpstarted her career 
researching childhood cancer with her Young Investigator Grant. By 2017, she 
received an “A” Award co-funded by Northwestern Mutual to continue studying how 
to improve CAR T cell immunotherapy for children, since certain molecules in brain 
tumors have a way of “turning off” these cells upon encounter.

So far in Dr. Hegde and her team’s research, using monoclonal antibodies in 
conjunction with these genetically modified immune cells has worked for certain 
resistant cancers. She soon recognized how this therapy could be a promising 
solution for kids with ependymoma, which is notoriously unresponsive to standard 
chemotherapies. Surgeries and repeat radiation are often the only options available 
to treat this rare brain tumor, and clinical trials are not widely available.

Today, Dr. Hegde is leading a Phase 1 clinical trial of CAR T cells for kids with refractory or relapsed ependymoma. The 
study, which opened in early 2022 at three children’s hospitals and is funded in part by a Center of Excellence Grant, will 
give kids access to treatment closer to home. Currently, approval is underway at three more hospitals.

This trial will also offer more insights into the potential of CAR T immunotherapy for kids with ependymoma, opening the 
door to more studies that can help kids with other malignant brain tumors. 



8

Because of You,  Cures Exist 
Quincy was just 4 months old when he was diagnosed with juvenile 
myelomonocytic leukemia (JMML). Thanks to the incredible strides in research in 
recent years, the most common types of childhood leukemia have a 90% five-year 
survival rate. However JMML, a rare leukemia most often diagnosed in infancy, only 
carried a 50% five-year survival rate. 

The odds for Quincy were shaky, at best. 

His doctors began frontline treatment — high doses of chemotherapy that would 
hopefully push Quincy into remission and make him well enough for a bone 
marrow transplant. But dose after dose, Quincy kept getting sicker. Quincy’s mom, 
Lara, had to nurse him around the clock because his spleen (enlarged by the 
leukemia cells in his blood) was constricting his stomach. His family struggled to 
face the truth – Quincy was dying. 

But Elliot Stieglitz, MD, one of Quincy’s doctors at University of California San 
Francisco (UCSF) and the recipient of a 2015 Young Investigator Grant, knew of 
a test he thought Quincy should try. Dr. Stieglitz used his ALSF grant, co-funded 
by Northwestern Mutual, to study the biological mutations that cause JMML, and 
knew this in-depth genetic test could give valuable insight into what mutation was 
driving Quincy’s leukemia.   

The results revealed a rare mutation in Quincy’s cancer, one that had never been 
seen before in JMML, but had been seen in adult liver and kidney cancers.  

Not only that, there was an FDA-approved drug already in use for adults. By the 
time the first course of the drug was completed, doctors couldn’t find a trace of 
leukemia in Quincy’s body. In combination with chemotherapy, Quincy was able to 
reach remission and have the bone marrow transplant he needed. 

Quincy is now 6 years old and able to attend school thanks to the 
research Northwestern Mutual helps fund. 

Dr. Elliot Stieglitz  
2015 Young Investigator  
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ALSF’s annual Young Investigator Summit is the meeting place for 
researchers beginning careers in pediatric oncology, bringing together 
between 50 to 75 researchers each year over the last 10 years. These 
Young Investigators learn and collaborate with ‘A’ Awardees and Center of 
Excellence Scholars, hear from keynote speakers and dive into the world 
of pediatric research. From 2013 to 2019, the event was held in person, 
where young researchers were able to share the latest in childhood cancer 
research, explore ideas and connect with others in the field. With the 
support of Northwestern Mutual, we were able to pivot to a virtual event 
in 2020 and 2021 with all the same experiences available to researchers in 
their home or lab. In 2022, ALSF is excited to return to an in-person format 
to celebrate the event’s 10th year.

Because of you, the Young Investigator Summit continues to be a 
productive meeting of minds collaboratively working toward the ultimate 
goal of finding a cure for childhood cancer. 

10 Years  of the 
Young Investigator Summit

The conference was amazing — it 
was such an intimate meeting with 
amazing researchers. I have already 
connected with so many people from 
the conference — I can’t say enough 
positive things about my experience.”
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POST Program

Students interested in pediatric oncology research have the chance to experience the field firsthand as part of ALSF’s 
Pediatric Oncology Student Training (POST) program. In 2021, nearly 38 undergraduate, graduate and medical  
students trained with mentors in their labs on respective research projects that are paving the way toward cures for 
pediatric cancers. 

In a free webinar, ALSF-funded researchers shared their different career path experiences, and students were exposed to 
ALSF’s approach to awarding grants. At the end of the summer, the POST students had a final webinar with our Childhood 
Cancer Data Lab and learned about the importance of resource sharing. Students shared their insight with one another 
in a final presentation of what they gained from this experience. In partnership with Northwestern Mutual, we introduced 
a special POST program designed to provide opportunities for underrepresented racial and ethnic groups to pursue paid 
internships in the scientific workforce. 

Fidelia Asomani was one POST program student who studied a specific mechanism related to cell growth with mentor, 
Dr. Linda Resar of Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine, in order to identify new therapies to treat acute 
leukemias. It was a great way to begin her journey into pediatric oncology.

The ALSF POST program has been 

such a fulfilling experience. I have 

learned so much from my mentors 

in Dr. Resar’s lab and the webinars 

regarding pediatric oncology. I 

am so thankful for this program 

and how it has inspired me during 

my journey to become a physician 

scientist.”

— Fidelia Asomani, 2021 POST Grantee 
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Since day one, Northwestern Mutual has gone the distance to support 
the Travel For Care program. When a family has exhausted the treatments 
available at their home hospital, many families are faced with the 
additional costs of traveling to hospitals with the options their child needs. 
With your help, ALSF has provided families in need with gas cards, hotel 
stays and flights, all to ease the burden on these families. You have helped 
kids like Marcel reach remission.  

Marcel is a smart and caring kid with enough energy to spare. He’s a 
dog lover too, but he also likes sharks and dinosaurs. At just 2 years old, 
his parents noticed him starting to fall over while running or walking. 
After several hospital trips, he was diagnosed with acute lymphoblastic 
leukemia. Soon after, he began chemotherapy treatment. He received a 
port placement, needed to take blood thinner injections to avoid clots, 
and every three months he underwent a lumbar puncture. He quickly lost 
his hair, eyebrows and eyelashes, but nothing could take away Marcel’s 
energy. He just kept smiling. 

This new normal found Marcel traveling back and forth from the hospital 
quite often. Fortunately, his family was provided with gas cards to alleviate 
some of the stress of constant travel. His family is now so grateful in many 
ways – that ALSF could ensure they never missed any appointments, and 
to see their 7-year-old Marcel in remission, thriving.  

And because of your continued support today, kids like 
Mary can get the best care available, right now. 
Mary is a 5-year-old girl who loves her brother, cats, princesses, books and 
crafts. In October 2020, she was diagnosed with a rare, deadly brain tumor 
called diffuse intrinsic pontine glioma (DIPG). This diagnosis comes with 
many things — fear, a poor prognosis and a loss of hope. With no known 
cure for DIPG, Mary’s family turned to a clinical trial at Lucile Packard 
Children’s Hospital Stanford. The trial, funded in part by ALSF, uses CAR-T 
immunotherapy to target the tumor. Mary enrolled and her family began 
making monthly visits to Stanford, a thousand miles away from their home 
in Colorado. 

Through the Travel For Care program, Mary’s family receives the support 
they need to reach this treatment that could save their daughter’s life. 
Mary’s family has hope again as she continues fighting for her cure. 

Taking Children to Their  Cures

Without that support, 
we would have to worry 
about how we would 
get to clinic visits and 
treatments… We had 
bigger things to worry 
about, like Marcel’s 
reaction to chemo.”

— Ana, Marcel’s mom
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Curing  the Incurable: 
The Crazy 8 Initiative
In the spirit of growing scientific collaboration, ALSF launched The Crazy 8 Initiative to detail roadmaps toward cures for 
specific, hard-to-treat childhood cancers. As a key funder, Northwestern Mutual is helping pave the way for innovative, 
groundbreaking research to discover new avenues for safer cures. Your $1 million contribution is driving research to 
cure embryonal brain cancers, high-grade gliomas, fusion-positive and fusion-negative sarcomas, high-risk leukemias, 
neuroblastoma, collect big data, and catalyze clinical trials.

By discovering novel pediatric cancer drug targets, the developmental origins of pediatric cancers, how to drug currently 
undruggable pediatric cancer drivers, and develop novel immunotherapies, we will make cures a reality. Four game-
changing, collaborative projects at 15 institutions in the United States and Europe were awarded in 2020. The two 
following Crazy 8 Grants were awarded in 2022. 

Targeting the Biological Underpinnings  
of Pulmonary Metastasis in Osteosarcoma 

Team Leader: Rani George, MD/PhD, Dana-Farber  
Cancer Institute 
Treatment for osteosarcoma in children is difficult and has not improved in more 
than four decades. In Rani George, MD/PhD and her team’s opinion, this cannot 
continue any longer. To start, they have identified three primary challenges to 
advancing osteosarcoma treatment: 1) little is known about how genetic changes 
cause this cancer, and identifying the real relationship between the rearranged 
genetic instructions is almost impossible, 2) little is understood about the steps that 
drive the development of new tumors in other parts of the body (metastatic lesions), 
and 3) when researchers have previously identified potential drivers of metastasis, 
they are usually not druggable, negating any potential impact those discoveries 
might have for kids. 

With their new Crazy 8 Award, Dr. George and her project team plan to address each of these challenges. They will: 1) 
map out all connections formed in the rearrangement of DNA in specific tumors to determine how each genetic switch 
becomes rewired, 2) employ a combination of cutting-edge techniques that allow them to watch metastases develop 
cell-by-cell, and 3) leverage a newer technology, pioneered by members of the research team, to develop drugs that can 
eliminate proteins through degradation. Through these steps, Dr. George and her team will produce a new generation 
of metastasis-targeting candidate drugs that could transform the therapeutic approach to patients with metastatic 
osteosarcoma and beyond.

Dr. Rani George  
 Crazy 8 Award Recipient
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Understanding and Inhibiting Mechanisms of Metastatic 
Spread in Osteosarcoma 

Team Leader: Alejandro Sweet-Cordero, MD, University of California San 
Francisco 
Alejandro Sweet-Cordero, MD and his team plan to use their Crazy 8 Award to 
understand how osteosarcoma cells survive in the body once they have spread 
from the initial tumor. Because no two osteosarcoma tumors, nor each of the cells 
within them, are the same, osteosarcoma can be resistant to therapy and is prone to 
metastasis. Dr. Sweet-Cordero and his team theorize that just a few cells within an 
osteosarcoma tumor have these special resistance and spread capabilities. To cure 
osteosarcoma, understanding these cells is critical. Using a new technology called 
a “molecular time machine” will enable the team to identify the cells that cause 
metastases and isolate these from the primary tumor to enable early intervention. 
The results will be used to study the molecular heterogeneity of osteosarcoma that 
will ultimately inform new drug development and clinical trials that are critically 
needed for children battling osteosarcoma. 

More Cures for Kids Like Kaela
In January 2007, before she turned 5 years old, Kaela was diagnosed with osteosarcoma. Eventually, she had no choice 
but to undergo an above-the-knee amputation of her left leg. This difficult decision stopped the cancer from spreading 
and saved her life. The resources provided by ALSF helped Kaela and her family throughout treatment, and Kaela has 
been committed to the Foundation ever since, participating in The Million Mile and speaking at events. 

At one of these events, a grant was funded in Kaela’s name to advance osteosarcoma research. Even though Kaela was 
able to grow up, become an athlete and go to college, no child should have to go through what Kaela did to get here. 
Northwestern Mutual’s support is making that difference, funding the collaborative and innovative steps it takes to give 
kids like Kaela the cures they deserve. 

Dr. Alejandro Sweet-Cordero  
 Crazy 8 Award Recipient



Single-cell Pediatric Cancer Atlas (ScPCA)   
ScPCA began in 2019 when ALSF funded 10 awards for single-cell 
profiling of pediatric cancer samples. The goal was to produce an atlas 
of gene expression profiles for a variety of childhood cancer types 
from different organ sites. Over the course of the project, ALSF-funded 
investigators generated large volumes of raw sequencing data and 
shared it with the Data Lab to be uniformly processed. The Data Lab 
built a web interface known as the ScPCA Portal to release the data to 
the public as an open source for discovery in one convenient location. 
Currently, data from seven ScPCA projects are available on the portal, 
which includes a total of 189 patient samples representing 28 cancer 
types. The portal officially launched in early 2022 and will continue to 
grow as the Data Lab team receives and processes more data. 

refine.bio 
refine.bio is the Data Lab’s earliest effort to enable better, faster access 
to critical data. The vast amount of publicly available biological data 
can provide researchers with unique insights into complex diseases. But 
acquiring and using this data is a major challenge. It is overwhelming, 
and often very difficult for a researcher to know where to find the data 
they need for their own experiment, since data often exists in a variety 
of formats and locations across the world. Even after obtaining data, 
researchers can spend weeks preparing it for their own use or may 
not have the technical skills to reprocess the data they find. refine.bio 
helps put this wealth of information to use broadly by harmonizing data 
into one universal repository. To date, the Data Lab has harmonized 
over 1.3 million data samples, data that initially likely cost $1.3 billion 
to generate. Researchers can easily download from this extensive 
collection, build custom datasets and move forward with their work 
more quickly to uncover cures.

In 2017, ALSF established the Childhood Cancer Data Lab with Northwestern Mutual as its founding sponsor. Together, 
we recognized a problem in the pediatric cancer research community: while scientists around the globe have generated 
tremendous amounts of data that have great potential to accelerate research progress, obstacles such as collecting, 
sharing, and utilizing these massive volumes of data impede new treatment and cure discoveries. With your support, 
ALSF has built a team that is tackling these challenges and harnessing the power of big data to help improve the pace of 
research. Since 2017, the Data Lab has launched multiple projects to make data more accessible and expanded their data 
science training workshops to help scientists understand their data. Thanks to your help, the Data Lab is celebrating 
five years of progress in 2022! 

14

The Data Lab: Expanding the World of 
Pediatric Cancer  Research



OpenPBTA   
The Data Lab is a co-organizer of OpenPBTA, a global open source initiative, which crowdsources the expertise of 
pediatric brain cancer experts to gain a deeper understanding of one of the leading causes of death from disease in 
children and young adults. In collaboration with experts from around the world, they have now analyzed samples from a 
collection of over 1,000 pediatric cancer brain tumors. Forty-six researchers from 18 institutions are currently part of this 
project. When many childhood cancer experts collaborate, there is ample opportunity to share information, improve skill 
sets, and learn from one another. 

Training Workshops 
The Data Lab holds training workshops to teach childhood cancer researchers data science skills and to improve their 
ability to effectively communicate and collaborate with colleagues. Before training went completely virtual in 2020, 
Northwestern Mutual offices in Houston and Chicago hosted two workshops, providing space for the team to share their 
knowledge with the research community! The team intentionally spreads out opportunities by accepting workshop 
applicants from a variety of institutions. They have trained researchers from over 40 institutions around the world. Since 
2018, the Data Lab has worked towards a goal of training at least 200 researchers in four years. They surpassed that goal 
in 2022, welcoming a total of 208 workshop participants and counting. In June 2022, the Data Lab hosted their first in-
person workshop since 2020! They introduced a new training topic: reproducible research practices, where participants 
learned new principles and techniques to achieve reproducible results in computational cancer research. This workshop 
helped them build skills to strengthen their ability to collaborate, share effectively, and increase the impact of their 
research. These skills are helpful for grant applicants that are required to comply with ALSF’s resource sharing policy.

15

Data Lab training workshop at Northwestern Mutual offices in Houston
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Thank you Northwestern Mutual  
for supporting ALSF’s Special Events! 

Over the past decade, it has been a joy to have you help make each 
of ALSF’s special events a reality. From your presenting sponsorships 
of Great Chefs Philadelphia and L.A. Loves Alex’s Lemonade to your 
participation in our #MakeAlexsLemonade and End of Year campaigns, 
Northwestern Mutual was always there – in banners, in person, in 
matching donations, and much more. In 2021, Northwestern Mutual 
contributed $250,000 to special events. Because of your selfless 
dedication to the cause, kids like Taylor were able to speak at this 
year’s Lemon Ball. 

When Taylor was diagnosed with osteosarcoma at 11 years old, it was 
hard to imagine what the future would look like. Little did Taylor know 
that she would beat cancer, graduate college, marry the man of her 
dreams and have a child all before turning 27. 

It started with shoulder pain, which was initially attributed to Taylor 
being an avid swimmer. After diagnosis, she began the long road 
through treatment – months of chemotherapy and surgery on her right 
arm. Unfortunately, soon after Taylor was deemed cancer-free, she 
faced relapse after relapse.  

It wasn’t until she began a clinical trial at Texas Children’s Hospital 
funded by ALSF that Taylor’s sarcoma was finally gone for good. 
The trial reprogrammed Taylor’s own immune cells to attack the 
osteosarcoma cells. Ever since then, Taylor’s dedicated her life to 
caring for others by becoming a pediatric nurse. 

At the 16th Annual Lemon Ball, one of the largest ALSF events of which 
Northwestern Mutual is a presenting sponsor, Taylor shared her 
story of resilience and miracles. She never knew if she would beat 
her cancer, and she never knew if she would become a mother. Now, 
celebrating 10 years of being cancer-free, holding her newborn 
son, Wallace, Taylor knows what is possible. She has shown every 
supporter that evening what is possible. She is only further proof that 
research saves lives. Proof that your support is changing the future of 
childhood cancer. 

ALSF is ever grateful for Northwestern Mutual’s partnership, and we 
are proud to stand alongside your name in this fight for cures. 



Special  
Moments Made 
Possible by You

Liz and Jay Scott behind the scenes of the 2022 Virtual Lemon Ball

Cleats worn by Aaron Jones of the Green Bay Packers in 2020 as part 
of the My Cause, My Cleats campaign, designed by childhood cancer 
hero Ethan Haley before he sadly passed away.

Northwestern Mutual attending the 2020 Lemon Ball

The Kimmel Family attending L.A. Loves Alex’s Lemonade in 2018

Childhood cancer hero Edie celebrates her 10th birthday at the 2019 
Great Chefs Event Philadelphia

Over all the dedicated years  
of your support



A foundation like Alex’s 

Lemonade Stand Foundation 

understood and wanted to help 

us, so we could put that money 

to another bill. And that was just 

an overwhelming feeling of relief 

that we could focus on Max’s 

healing... The donations are just 

a big help to all the childhood 

cancer families, like ours.” 

— Alex, Max’s mom  

Childhood leukemia hero Max,  

supported by ALSF’s Travel For Care program
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Thank you, 
Northwestern Mutual  

for all you do to help  
kids with cancer! 
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Fighting Childhood Cancer, 
One Cup at a Time.

(866) 333-1213

AlexsLemonade.org

@AlexsLemonade


